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g T »iftmr- W 3t &t faor fa 36t o8 wa
wwe@@aa@rm §g 3 493 He g AT
I3 IT 391 Io| A for W33 »ISH mege A3 D
T IIS B, QU TF IJ 3 INI UE TS HIT
J5, A9 9% 139 Ja1 ug BR 39 fsd Ut 3 Aala &
Has @8 Hf 3% &9 ga1 afenr oot it 9, fitdt
43t g giet &df J€t 9 43T ae I8 &t 8307

AY 78! 3, I8, fommz mfont wF 3@ 3 94,
HE & Hifsnt Uit 3 99T, Je €& €9 due, 97d
HGHY 88 &%, ygs fer © #d &%, 9'd Adigd
39T 3 A9 U BT, YuiHs HE § 3dE T JI H
TR yuiis Set JEt 7o IA3T BIT, AT M3 993
Igt 3 29 adt HaweTl

Y, Bie, UAH, Adldd 39T €7 SH ddaT A fH3a™-
1. 3 g5 =% Jdvr 3, 2. s Aow &9 dvr J1 Ts
&% II&T 3U J, AIA @9 fex wawr I fig nmaqr
T YIH wAT Garer u@Tr I g st g w @R 9
et I

38 Qw 5 39 I Ife Wh= 3y By =|I

359 BY BY fenuz adt fad »isH I Y|l

(FBF H: 3, WiaT a8as)

WA A 9% od 37 3, Ut It feg my ot I,
wy a9 &9 3, my 997 e 31 €9 usaad I, we
% & uger 3, »ud g a5 & user 31 wis
gt Ut T I, urat Wit ust v 3, ug ger vieg
" A USet I 3 Usd Wi feas At I, 132 ger
3 guM et 99 33 ot Is 7 wis et uGe g & |
mmwﬁﬁmwa@wlﬂ@m
5 5439 mIT e I AT 3, ngﬂaﬂaa
WY USe Ia, 7 Wi T f3ur ot IQanitl s
T g gg § A€ J Aer J, fer 33 € mug et
zsé‘ﬂ@ﬁl B Afow T S dar fog fimr e
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J7, 3HT I& d9d, 1 & d, U & HS HS d J6 &8
854 fes IAT Is| 3T He & Ael &t fidfan,
Ud Al § sTef O 9 ®ar foor J, A feg v I
3 feg 9ar adf faGfa ve 3 Adlg <t dusr feg ar
fagr| fen o7& dar J fq Adlg § 63 & wer i
fe& 7 Ha3 mft 3 feget I d @rfaqig & gurs 43|

(Ht I8 ssa gH3ag, I9-2, YraT: ‘S 919 aad it
< wa g &)

g it gaala #aft &- »m feg 93 Hie 33 few
7357 I

ST 791 & W3H faa§ 3 widt Jwd uaH33 feg
73&7, Ter d3d wHf He 3 Jt foAd 3 ad9 d3d
2d< i)

w3y difs yasy dtsg 99 Haifs fog femzmar I

(HT: 7. H: Q)

3dafd- UdH 33 3 »U © I TiHed fadad
T J &, 3 AT € €Hed § ¥ee It Ay 2y wiHt
notRedere! &df Il

g Hi- Hae 3T J Ug 3HT AUS Jaudr € dde I8
ur 3t fidhet feg afg 7w 3, 7 »ier 3w &t 3t W
& fodu ga¢ J1 A3 dEt feg g3 It faashit &
fsdus wroH AT JI AHIG! AvU feg g3 I A
3 HT I mud Hie 33 § It Yz dT I

IJafd- 3 I de® © I o fod I, fot
foadta adt =7 g% I, 3|

g - it vy I fq e 33 uanw 33 T O3
3t 9T HY3ds J

w3y difs yasy dtsg 99 Haifs fog femzmar I

(HT: 7. H: Q)

H M3 MAT UH 33 189 &df Yyuz I 3t uaH33e
(€H=a) T Yo dEt FES Mo &dl|

I9gfg- oI I AeHt /! wiHt 37 AUS S99 It 9%
91 © fan 29 fewes 3 »ifde A9 ugga 41 Ifde
I& 3 nifld afen™ Aud 3 WS HiA o dEt Edtd] det
fodu wiemEr €9 wiuze It ug w3 feg 7 e
I H HUS I IHuar &g ferm fimrs fée Ia|

Jd #- AT € HUST &% AU ¥g3 319Ut
et © uge, fou yar 3 »iHegn 89 e & g
HH'd Jd¢ I&| dE! fede fode™ Ifgd Iamudr =%
29er Q!

gagfg- I 3t aix! It HE #H wue for Har =
fta s I?

g - A3 ¥ET ¥ AT & ufenT J, X fe 9o
791 T g5 &dt 3 o faA gaec ga8e v fearer J1
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g3ta

wy famr B & ufgg wWiAT,

Be-Ufdg mifen, 83T &dt nifen|

nig UifSS | AT uet »imf

HZT FHT nfentt, €T &dt mifen|

AT B MTenT, BT &dT nifenfT

g% Heut © 93 Hig e 33,

M BT wIfenT, BT &dT nitfem !
Hig Hag

JET vy IR g 8

JEt »ige 2 IS 9T

JEt »yeT 9Ed 3 TGS B,

JE a3 MAHS 7 @d T,

% g8 8T Jfds HIS:

Mg YizH wt mmie ‘Ag =aet,

figg ‘o’ Ga<ft, Hig Ag” 831

-t € o9

€7 3t Ay = feare I 7 WY {3 fodag oz fisa
migEr 31 87 & »iff Afon By we I, e By
H'ES & HIH AHT 3 14T § Afgd War =t Ifde ot

Aod Ay Quifly 903 gfs 53 Ifar fse Bt ¢ (cun)

IHUAT U Wt ot 2d3¢ It 3T uSas © <A
WTHETE Wal & Imud Jfde I8 War & ui3d I,
J[gH3 Wd 3WdIe J1 WHT J[or3 &g dlgd feg wied
fsgge 9fgd Arel &% §3 gfoe &F »iengr § gmuar
e It

fag fag fo3 faa ot =g fog mHAfg Tl

w3fg 8 fug It gofs »ida afg il

IHS 1Y afd ITIl ST S&a JaT MSBaft ot "t

(W31 80Y)

AT gauar I Afod 791 I fars AeT I Jer 9
fa 72 3fgs <t wierg foguzss B3 i WE 29 It
I fa o Ad1 73T mae Jf I

(Ht 919 &t GH3aTT, IET g4, YHaT ‘g3afg waft)

o4 ¢
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WMJTH IHIET | 13 MJHI, 1986

fraeTd Juad fiw »ret Ao,

@ 3. Iz Hw

HW@@E@W%@'&L Jyg fRw
e H A, €7 a1 et Sudt aatg JueT I
Y €T HGH 2 HIdd, 1909 €. & . € fw € wa
Jfent wiy & {UZT w9l S Uud & fdied wae
fed A1 vy & W3 gdeH d9 fea uafia gt
=@t a3 Hl . Jud iy Bua Wi3r #f & yge
A3 3 20d H
fegt v wet U3 Hos 99 I8t fagr simrer g
HF yg mHis-afeee © Aay feg »y € ufged dq
399 531 Ffesyd (Ufarss) feu fefam Ifemr H
UfaAs™s g Quds wy = ufged Ga 3 e
g B T ERE (AAae) fagr sftmrer feg nre
fefamim wia o »mu € ufgerg € Heag &8 ot u3t-
g3t €73 fea I I

H: 3y Hw <t gan uzat € &1 AIeds! Ifded
33 HhI fog sa W 3 H mdeyd wAfgg & yfHg
fdar yaes &% 73 98 As| . qug fiw < Hies
At @ HAIEdel Jfded 99 & 99 ' By § R’
HE yois izt . aug w & feadsr Auzd 3m
fieaz fw I, oz <93 §9 s 937 Hamg
IE-AH3S A Ifomt I w3 wia oG »ivdftar fea
Ifg fagr I1 fif, qug i § mu& AU39 §ug aret
HE faar 31 »iuE wifan A & 8T mug iz w3
U3d § ¥9-99 WE dde IJ|

. ayug i 3 et iefen Ffesyg urghT gret
HI& 3 YUz i3t ensl Het 99 vy g 99 189
ufost uHftns & 3 um I8 €9 fefonr gifae ads
THI didite I@H, Bdd fed Tu® Je| d€ie.
ugrel feg ggHt M3 EBHET ¥ HEHS »iy ©f feRR
9e HGl TH Ot 9@ 3 My & ' 1931 €l &g
»HE. fegmet €t f5ardt galeafict 39 fid nies ofa
I YUz di3t Jg udt Rfonr aHg J9s I3 A
1931 g feg IHfgA galesthdt fedr s I8, g
iy & Stad HaHsT 199 WaledHet 99 fed yar ras
IHG i3l foR gatedfidt 3w & Waw At
& fsardt yuz At »my @ i 59eds RS vy
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dt yf3gr 3 ferm gu feg ygifezs 98| galeafhet €8

ny & Bag99 € fogast @ms Her i3 fam i3
iy S fer § ¥R AT fJ3 »iyE's 99 fid3m A& 1933

. feg »ret o, fod messT yuz gda 2fdar &
d AS 1934 €. & TUR TH U33|

BIdt M3 Bt I wisfaaaft

. qyg iy fsuet afHAag = et Jegh 9 AS
Y-y fafgntt fed aran {5978 9d | g Irant ©
HS &8 vy Y3t feRH »ired Hie HE| Aefe@t »i3 He®
yaUd @ MY & ASIIT IHS Jel Idt ug wiret
SUd3 I93 AJAd T ISEMT MU TS Ut BT
fagr AT Tyurst I niuasT 3 W3 9% 9 97 d
iy & adt 3 wisgfaer 99 fo3r famr . Jug iy
o Ag 3 I3 ‘o foo Ht fx 67 3 Umg 2 9eded
<8 fHut g7d e JIe fed fegg-uzd e fegu dfi3r
HtI fer fegg-U3g (confidential circular) feg fHyt
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& AgTeHuRT W fedfent must o8 vg8T wr gaH
Sz famr # for Sfesret w19 i1 augd w3
memm%ﬁﬁé’rﬁ

% Jet Hamdt w3 Sfesngt v faag aafont 6 &
Ud gf 999" 9d< I&| BEIds @ J& f8y maw 24

“NY €3 nis-eH THS Ug HIad & BT 7S M3
i € a3 = WS wet At < yf3rfss '3 feg
Sadt 3 fda € ud &%, fast ads feus fegrd w3
FoHeT Yfgz T et fIzr fammi fa susv & St
fe€ fodm 3 Agsa, et o AIardt dadt fed
Sfeni ot 7 FEET | Mt F . @ ue-ued 3t ads
nigAg WA fag-faer »ogz /Y, fam g3 “Adedt
g Aee g9 &I & fea A ffem ugdiie few
fagr Ht fa “fdenzs feg Harahmit § Jfet 3 Tga
HYs J ug mreEtHH, wignd § Sadt 3 839 ddar
I56 17

IHSI3T AEd

fefenradt Hies 3 dt i aug fiw gwaist <€
R For F42 Ao | 1 1929 €, & It efgnrr fasa
Fas e Jiaen et & AHE AR Y qud i fea
fefonraet-ardng = mHa feg s Fe | STt ©
wige 83 gfdfemt dfent f1: quad fiw & Hdg Iwstst
&% TaR &7 faH yarg 93 9J1 Sddt 3 »ar Jfemt dt
Gt = Rfenta waET »3 gdt €t yeissr ag9s marst
% feg Ggf § T wifont” faar famrm)

H: 3yg Mw &t udg gAnt THu'3a »3 Tgrfea
Jet gafia »3 Iwaizd HAfSHT 819 gt & fegrat
& JIg &8 Hien "erl w7 & Qg 8¢ 3T AI ©
& UI J ATl WS % I JIEht wZs w3
IHSIIA HAfEHT &8 A3 feu—ugt 996 AN §a
HIIS! I3 feg de| uddt © H3 niife A8 3 ufast
weIE J3T "

gl T% feg u3-feg €9 Uug € duiHiet iy
3es Gat & 93 It mired w3 HE &8 AiZaae Ie
&t € o S¢ I 995 Quad Uud & IwaI3d JET
9 Ggf 5% 9w J Afentr dad HS |

7S 1962 €. feg 8T It nmy 9t feg niarst

TH ¢ gHT o Bfier g8d 3 &9 AT © Had g
| Bd A €9 fer AN <96 GaT & JEt wregrdt
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IHE 831 iy sfenet y3a gde wew Garet
WETYd ATJY € gd9dfg3s H3T & wmy @ Jat =T
faftmr gfenr S aer 31

FHAM3 M3 yge

H: Jyg i T3md de & Haee! iy As| B
ol T8-S feg HIET <& dJd H | 98978 feg Uz
Hedus M3 B feg 2Ud Yt §3f & HI™ 979
ndd gt yaisz I5| . qud i € murz 979
H. 79995 US W © HEE S93aUdl I6.

“A3 g 3 1. 3ud fw § ves feg famms yut
J, BF &7 I15ET3 835 feg HousT w3 gfgn-yafanr
ECRACERICRILTI

8’ € 3By HF © 3% &8 Q3f 95 fomis
fers 3379 "l Qgf Tt uAzsal muz fijmr, U,

g9 fergma, At Aft 13 fo farrdt »rg g dffe it
IS 3 ¥& 9379 I3 |

'S, Hita3 w3 gdflat =gaft Aresft G5t <t 3z
< fond a1 A& | f&F I3 37. 398%9s Hw T I8
J fa Gr T 9Hs 3 W 343 ST GR Afgswa gqtt
H 7 U vy 7% et 2 feg AHE3T &7 Ja AfamT
fa g €n = 9w 91 gH dfanm I 3T gaHS3
fiw T 3Es J fa i, aua fiw =fonr fos, ddles
W3 AHfa-Tdrs o 2fder Ifont ofgwr H fm 2
I $ TS I96 Bfgmit IRAT & &t uZ HigeR Jet
I3t I1 7 T9935 us iy G § muE wy feg
fex ¥rgT ¥Aer J1

. aya iy &t feeesr & W Jufen 13 »ageq,
1973 €. & Ht wias w3 Afgg I my § SRS
Uerg wg firufemy” &t uedt % AeWss disr
famir1 feg fer femg iy TonRisaad & Hf Wa®
U3 3 Ho's sufig HE, faost fan feg® © ot 3
T Al I

fea A& & AYz faHTat a9 13 »EHS, 1986 € &
MU MATH-FHET Id I1E | MY T WT3H ARG U3 3U
I AR AAETS fed 3T famr | AHg iy waddmt
8wy & A3 '3 Fifaar Ty ygie 3T famr 3 a9
& yfgnt I HaE @@l we Higer 1=t aret

At g Rt S
e
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g7 vy » fe9 HYJS Ud €d YH &7 IfFd YH Hgy,
YH & »EIe 996 3 YH dad 160® 99 €T T1& I
7 fagr "W 979 gdat Hist =7 e HE, ug gEr
7 Jt udeT|

fea fes I #t fea3 7% faerd 88 29T 99 99
3% Hud ufe feg 98 Ir 9d H, far = Jardt feg
e 6§ Tamfenr J:-

vt fase ga yarat, AiEt § udh e Hrat,

wir widh ¥ 35 Wo @, wie fesd St Tl

#Ht 397 €3 fst frg, et At ug fasm,

et 7 fan 62 mod ? fhaet udt fedwt o)

e & Har wy fourat, wdimr yft gt af

e Y3H wan feue, a9 fHog or 397 ue,

fra<t g9t »reE sare, ddt I g vl It

89 I +f gU J IR | I& f9d Hard Wt »ir famr
3 §3 1T 3% WS ST - HE @3 Wit & wirfem
fa 3 fost 3 fea Ag »re J2 Is, fagt <Jar »idr Jet
&It mifenm| ufa® 37 Gf wiy It »rr 3 HA g1 feg
397 T 3, € weHt Host 509 ¥ % I Is|
@W%W%@WWW@W? HJe g<
U@U’E i3 foas 99 951 A9 fifee € »® g6
fsgrarg gfge dt 28 g5| AEh & 83 €% 3 oS
Ute I&, Ud MU » 39 U mardt I8, ud My fer
T &% et fER W3 Ug I8 odf fore| 3R A Aate
St €t it @3 wier I grar =3femt Gret Ha3
J9 I At 3, Yiftmr g3 At 9, faoe feo iz I
a1 Uer J, €9 3 TIHG dY I8 3T gus ¥€ J Al
J 3 €3 ufeg g9t 3 fSa1 Uer J1 odat sarfemt
‘Tfgag’ < gat fez Ut 9, 90 I f&d niew S
I AeT I, A€ 67 €37 45 I I TIHS NS I HI
nigEr 3 3F 8 319 yI3 J Is, UR 3 feg €339
T I:-“muE i W § e 99, J93IT HIS
&% U4 9917 I I | 133 g ae me < fem
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fimat <7 ATt

yarg ifentt use J aret
I (3 d)- IF IH U A IS ?
W& dU Is, fan dfs T €739 adf ©F, 1 # mdlg
ygser 8z A< 89 Wd 8ggs I wifer 3 3 €g
Guast wr feg Jvr J1 wiA H 3 niue fegud #f (@
TITT G IH-33 IS IH § YF T TF), 7 HIS
foar #t &t "aw, ©<° 7 Wy I ", BT 3t TaHs
HaTs 68 It 83 s, mme g, “feg Af3 fsdnst wag
I5| TG I & w fsgiR wmBE | WS afae Fe
“w3 fimrg gs, 7 7S feg de Ifg T4t fa ‘98 &
3t A Vo sfar 3 9u gon g& ot fammar fanfar”
23 T AT & J dfge BT “H fer Host a3 § Tua
i famrm o, feg HEY WZ ot 3, WIT e HTS
wezg 31 F g ¥ oo OnL ¥ owy & fifg ur
o mfenT It 83 g Jae Is, Tast © e adf
Sdlﬂ,%ﬂhﬂlﬁ‘%{W?’W%l
I (g9 & Q)- WS ! GH fes OF wiEt § vEr 2a
d 7 HI HE & Y Jfenr, BT T I8 &df| 3¢ =
g3 f£d 39e7 I fa ‘W fat foo fag faR »idr 9
% & & 3dl ug g g Ut 3, I F udee §
SHser 3, Ug W O I3 3798 Jdd AgeT =t I
- J 976 | g€ 3T HY ANG3Y J1 I &' A, Het
gt | J% I feear €9 fous Hednt gt As A
fsg3ardt ada Ggt & »uE da1 fod B3, ug R
ﬁm%ﬁ%wﬁwazﬁﬁm—
g1 § odt diass fg =93, s Al

St =a3 89 Ayt feg 8o I, 98 29 I@
IF Ut 3t wIit, B T 3T WS 3% 3J IS vig
A9 fed adt a1 €t »pizTag gat Wi faas Idt J,
A 3t foadt 95 fa ufez3r wig adt finas St
Tt I51 I I | graT feg yse A g8 J9 I, US
Jufent #ft fyzer 3, &€ =ds<t 9, Hifs W8t I 3
G Sgrer I Hd I I 9 I foor 31 A 9 T=
AT &df, HERY €7 91g, »U € 91d 3'6d, AT =r
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3T II37, HI's fodtntt = fHdHet, miezsat = fha
We3d J, 1 g1 feg »r g7 I
o & &g Hed f&a Jad #ar yr, @9 Hafenr
3 gt mid | A miuddt, ¥ wuE Wifgs € ud3e
g | Ug HI 3 1.
IS I ge dtmmer J 7
- Usag | gE 3wy g, iy I, vy 1 nfa 3t
H 3 fegud #ft & o, 713, Uz Uge <t =t gzt
=, ug BT 93 feg WG A, »u © o 918 3
7 fegdt e, »eage ae Ifemr 3t feg gg arifentt
o, 1 »uS Bua t 3 o8 &7 foy fomm /it o
Taft gafs o fsorfes 3a ig & It sy o
HET AY Hdl A6H HaE Tif3 €iZtiq i grmet 3ar qar
3 I w3t 7 3¢ Fisfe Hofs gowfo ys€ T3
{5t 1goQ I o gor famrs fersst ofs g
yd udhl 83 oW 89 srafee fgges Ear Atz
froer 33t feg we &= 38 oW »metl B TE
Ay Assr fhfs Teas fea o3tz =2 e wfsag
fsa3 ® g2 fam B9 foeweft #Wimg 3d fesadh
AEE TAE FoH gae Aer Aeg fos atig Gufs
IS ING Ufg digy 3rar »E g ufs @HI 99
oot gofg wWig Bd aog femr Gewtiyiaql
(H'g HIST A/£ER)

fern mee <t gat wig I feg H, feg 9w e
SIAT ¥ IEl, §9 f&3dt ufs Aee A3 Ugd ©t
Ha3' 25 forg® J I 3 AG A §39 THs famr
fa iy e ot a0 ‘aea’ I
Iw- W9 | I, §T uf33 ues »y I, ua | ufsz
gt 1 .03 I, ‘G uf3z ues 37 feg sfge g wr
fog der; Y wr udew 9F uF 9 9 Je, 93,
HY', HH 93 98| Yi3 & Jia1 »iret, ferd €t a7 gae
TH TP AR I, I3 B e, e § &
odt, 9T § 3 ot fig <t 2t afer I § sAret
et At 3, gael et At I YR wirfen, Aar
i3 nifem afger Sar fag o 3 g9 =% AT J,
W gdter ar foar 9, T Wi St Iar AiwT I, TId!
Jet ot Mg 9% dat At I 3 I Af399 @
g7 7 fagr I

9T T TENSS »3H At 5% F9Ud J, T
TIHG o137, J&ar g 3 img &% Jdg Jde fomr,
Hoet fig s famr 3, 593 At 9t 9, Hogm <
33 9¢ A, OH B o 3T 1, I % o ¥F
Afentl @9 I Ut €or, 9 9 & 5fgad 3 Afsad I
famitl fa3at fog g9et 3 9 99 & HU & Idt =g
g, I I | 3IIAY 3 THae I | wid 3t fHa ydt
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I, Ho¥s 3 29 d 1 BT U o3 »ifent 3, 89
A 39 T[fg »ifen 31 IF, Her 2a |, e & U9, Sls
J g fegt It g3t aHst feg s J Agl fmir 3g
3g7 ©f fies ¥ g&9 Idt 3 IH ¥ Blad It 55T
gdc Hf 33 Adlg feg »ir 3t I | i 9 I, fom
U uas 3 i 9g, »in 33 4 341 95|
Afzgg t & fimma T F Garfenr, fagr--"“gmr |
AeUs J, fodarg <t Afs A9’ | 9 #f, T J9a
I Gaer I, AFEET J, Ud Y4 Sfenr fia 39 39 Uer
3, 9 J 98 56 97, Ud 91 gaeT I M3 99 I
I Hud & qarfent: - ‘Hodl 98 3t Afsdd mer 3,
edigt & gud fas 8¢ ? Ae I ¥g3 o3 3 398
T J 3 94 Af3ag »iger I fa H uarer adf 7T
‘Ied I faeafg nirfmr, #f 397 fidsT °9 fag I, gan
JT 3t U gt gFe w3+t 393 I g 39 Tg
g8 Wiy, 7 T I W HSY < mHeTd! Jae I 39
IH it ff HEY St 593 I, 93 dE 39 I
T, I I | G HEY I, 7 IIEd I M3 &I
3 g Je, 37 dt s §ug af3at| 39 am nirfemyr-
UHg ! 397 itz gmr F of ofy 9l
3t Af33T W HAE 3 =95 di3T Hfgg few
UIHA™S 98| HodT adf, Ud UIHAS wireidr | gaH
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The Life and Philosophy of Bhagat Dhanna

+»» Anu Kandhari

n Northern India, Bhakti movement was at its

peak in the 14" and ' century and during this
period, some saints and bhagats emerged from the so-
called lower castes and became popular due to their
spiritual experiences. Bhagat Dhanna was born in a
Jat family in a village Dhuan in the Tonk Territory
of Rajputana. He was born according to Macauliffe,
in the year 1415 A.D., but Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha
mentions his date of birth in 1473 A.D. From his
early childhood, he was very simple, hard-working
and straightforward person who earned his livelihood
by farming. He liked the company of holy saints and
mostly spent his time serving the needy and holy men
with dedication and devotion. To him, these holy
persons appeared as the embodiment of God. He was
the disciple of Bhagat Ramanand. Mira Bai mentions
Dhanna as a great saint in her compositions.

Bhai Gurdas in Vaar X has described the story
of Bhagat Dhanna and a Brahmin. According to this
narrative the Brahmin, in accordance with traditional
rituals, used to worship stone idols (Thakur). Once
Bhagat Dhanna, while going to graze the cows,
asked from the Brahmin what he was doing. The
Brahmin answered, ‘He was serving the Thakur who
gives desired fruit.” On seeing the firm devotion of
the Brahmin for the idol and being convinced by
him, he expressed his desire to have a similar stone.
After getting the stone from the Brahmin, he served
it with his keen devotion by performing all rituals
relating to worship. He bathed the idol and offered
him the eatables which were rejected by the idol.
Bhagat Dhanna felt sad and was determined not to
take anything and to be on fast till his offerings were
accepted. Due to his true devotion, he had a divine
vision and his offerings were accepted.

Macauliffe has quoted another miraculous story
which states that when he was ploughing his fields,
many sanyasis came to him and demanded food. He
gave them all the seeds kept for sowing and ploughed
the fields without seeds. With the grace of God, his
fields flourished a lot than the fields of his neighbours.
His land is still called “Bhagat Dhanna Ka Khet.”

Besides the above stated narratives related to his
idol-worship, Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha stressed on his
devotion for Formless God. He states that leaving aside
the idol-worship, he went to Kashi and got initiation
from Swami Ramananda. In this way, he achieved
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spiritual enlightenment and became a perfect devotee
of God. Different scholars have distinct opinions
about his way of spiritual realization. According to
traditional accounts, Bhagat Dhanna realized the
Divine Reality through worshipping a stone, but this
is contrary to the basic philosophy of Sikh religion. It
is clearly stated in Guru Granth Sahib that one cannot
meet and experience God through a lifeless stone.
Guru Arjan Dev says:

Within his home, the man beholds not the Lord and
suspends a stone-god on his neck. The mammon-
worshipper wanders astray in doubt.

He churns water and dies in agony.

The stone which he calls his god; the stone drowns
him along with itself.

O Sinner, untrue to thy salt, it is not the boat of
stone, that shall ferry thee over.

Meeting the Guru, I have known my Lord, O
Nanak.

God the destiny scribe is fully contained in the
water, dry land, nether regions and sky.

Guru Ram Das has clearly mentioned that Bhagat
Dhanna realized God through the company of holy
saints:

Namdev, Jaidev, Kabir, Trilochan and low-caste
Ravidas,

The cobbler-whoever of these holy company has
joined,

Be he blessed Dhanna Jat, or Sain the barber

To the Lord is united.
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Guru Arjan Dev, in one of his hymns, has
acknowledged the spiritual experience of Bhagat
Dhanna, Bhagat Namdev, Bhagat Kabir, Bhagat
Ravidas and Bhagat Sain and the ways of their
spiritual attainment have inspired in Dhanna’s heart a
deep feeling of love, devotion and praise of God.

Thus, it is clear from the hymns of Guru Granth
Sahib that Bhagat Dhanna got spiritual illumination
not by idol-workship, but through Sadh-Sangat and
being inspired by other Bhagats. He was, no doubt,
an idol-worshipper in the beginning but later on, with
his firm faith in One God, he discarded all ritualistic
practices.

Bhagat Dhanna was an embodiment of piety, love,
nobility, truth, commitment of faith and the service of
the Lord. He lived a life of sixty years.

There are only three hymns of Bhagat Dhanna in
Guru Granth Sahib: two in Raga Asa and one in Raga
Dhanasari. His Divine message is conveyed through
these hymns.

The first hymn of Bhagat Dhanna in Guru Granth
Sahib stresses on absolute monism and devotional
mysticism. To him, God is all-Pervading, Absolute
Reality, Omnipotent, Omniscient, Merciful and
Benevolent and is both Transcendent and Immanent.
No doubt, Bhagat Dhanna was idol-worshipper in the
beginning, but later on he believed that One God is
the creator and sustainer of the world. He does not
move the universe chaotically, but with a purpose.
The universe is unlimited, being the creation of God.
In the entire universe, the only living being who has
capacity of rational thinking and who can understand
this universe and its maker, is man. Man is the supreme
creation of God because he possesses intelligence
and can know the mysteries of life. Thus, man is the
central figure of the whole universe. Human life is
priceless gift and everything happens according to
Divine Will. Man gets the human body after passing
through the series of innumerable living species. He
wanders about and forgets the name of God in the
process of transmigration. Bhagat Dhanna warns
those people who turn away from the path of truth
and devotion and waste all their life in the acquisition
of wealth and indulgence in sensuous pleasures. They
are ignorant of the indwelling spirit within which
can awaken them to the eternal values of life. Man’s
narrow vision is the outcome of his ego. Wealth does
not give mental satisfaction; body, which is made up
of five elements dissolves into nature, at the time of
death; soul, due to past sanskaras, gets new birth but
still, man does not realize the Supreme Reality in his
whole life. He always indulges in five evil tendencies
and forgets the name of God from mind.

Man with his self-centredness does not realize
the Divine Reality within and completely forgets the
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purpose of human existence. He does not lead a life
of moral discipline and entangles himself in sensuous
pleasures and indulges in immoral activities. Due to
fixation in the physical world, man goes through the
cycle of transmigration. Bhagat Dhanna says:

The poisonous fruit seemeth sweet to the crazy
mind and it discriminates not between good and
evil.

And, instead of virtue, it loveth vice and is caught
in the web of coming and going.

Death is inevitable and all the beings are subject to
decay and death. Life is a process of change and is in
a state of flux where all things are ephemeral. Bhagat
Dhanna says that man’s life-span is limited, the choice
lies before him: either to establish relationship with
God, the Absolute Reality or to keep clinging to the
cycle of transmigration. A materialistic man always
remains absorbed in the fruits of deeds and has no
time for the remembrance of God. Such man remains
entangled in the five evil tendencies which divert his
mind from higher or spiritual consciousness and make
him oblivious of Divine Name.

Bhagat Dhanna’s main stress is on the purification
of mind. Unless mind is purified, Divine light will not
shine inside man. Guru is the guide who unites us
with the ineffable through the words and makes us
love the truth and diverts our inclination from material
considerations. The Guru is benefactor, the abode
of peace and man gets the eternal peace of mind on
meeting the Guru, by adopting the discipline of truth.
The nature of mind is to flow towards sense objects. By
constant devotion of God, man becomes God centric
and remains in constant awareness of Divine Reality.
Prema Bhakti is very useful method of shifting the
focus of attention to the Supreme Reality. The Divine
Name of God is not only means of attaining peace of
mind, spiritual insight and emancipation, but it also
removes obstacles that appear along the path of God’s
realization. Such impediments are psychological, due
to man’s instinctive impulses which give rise to five
evil tendencies. With the devotion of God, the mind
frees itself from the shackles of these passions and
attains a state of mind that enables him to concentrate
on God.

Prema Bhakti is the effective way to realize the
Divine Reality and it removes the obstacles which
come in the way of enlightenment. In this process,
man realizes that God is eternal and He alone is the
source of everlasting Bliss. The things of the world
are transient and love for perishable things is the
cause of misery. Thus, devotion is not merely an
emotional preparation but an active cultivation of
insight into the eternal reality. Mere devotion and
discriminative knowledge is not enough to realize the
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Supreme Reality because it needs the grace of God
also. In this way, man can achieve self-enlightenment,
contentment, peace and bliss. An enlightened man is
one who knows the reality of world, who enters into
an awareness of the Real and attains an insight into the
Supreme Reality underlying all creation. God dwells
in the hearts of the pure ones and the only need is to
realize Him. Bhagat Dhanna got revelation of Divine
knowledge in the congregation of Holy saints.

Bhagat Dhanna, in his second hymn, speaks of the
all-pervasiveness of Divine Reality and urges man to
direct all his attention to a single minded devotion to
the Eternal God. Only devotion leads man to recognize
the Supreme Reality. No matter, where the man goes
in the universe, he cannot escape from the Will of All
Pervading God. The body is often referred to as a house
with ten doors. The nine doors comprise two eyes, two
ears, two nostrils, the mouth and two lower outlets.
The entrance to tenth gate is possible after closing the
nine gates. In this way, withdrawal of senses helps
man in concentrating on Divine Name. God provides
nourishment to the embryo in the mother’s womb and
He makes the body of man with ten doors for realizing
the Divine Reality. By giving the imagery of She-
tortoise who lives in water and whose children live
outside the water, neither protected by wings nor fed by
their mother, he says that God is Infinite, Omnipotent,
Omnipresent, Absolute, the source and support of all
creation and the sustainer of the material world. In a
similar way, some insects get their origin and sustenance
from God inside the rocks. Bhagat Dhanna says that
God sustains all beings and there is no need to fear
about anything in the world as fear is like termite which
eats divine potentiality of man. It is by contemplation
on God, who is without any fear that man can develop
the state of fearless dignity in him. By taking refuge
in Him, man becomes fearless. Man always thinks
about his livelihood and this thinking operates on the
egoistic plane. By transcending this plane, man rises
to the higher plane of Divine Knowledge and truth
and all types of fear vanishes. He understands the fact
that God is the sustainer, who watches over the World;
upholds all its life, directs its affairs and dwells in the
human heart.

According to Prof. Sahib Singh, in the third hymn,
the word ‘arti’ seems similar to word ‘arta’ yet, it
has got an entirely different meaning and has also
been included under Raga Dhanasari along with the
word ‘arti’ there is no mention of ‘arti’ in this shabad
because flowers and diyas are essential to perform
arti. Here, arta means needy or sufferer. The desires
and demands of human beings are endless but man
cannot survive without the fulfillment of essential
requirements. Bhagat Dhanna offers prayer to God
in which he says that man has numerous needs to be
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fulfilled in household life. He demands a house to live
in, a wife to perpetuate the lineage, a mare of good
breed to ride on and pulses, ghee, flour, salt, pepper
etc. to fill his stomach. A hymn under Dhanasari
measure on the subject is as under:

Lord! Thy servant am I in affliction.

Those that the Thee are devoted, Thou their
objectives doest fulfill.

I beg for lentils, flour and some ghee,

Whereby my heart mybe delighted.

Seek I also shoes and good clothing,

And grain grown over well ploughed land.

A cow and buffalo in milk I seek,

As also good Arab mare.

They servant Dhanna then begs also for a wife, a
good housekeeper.

In this hymn, he prays for the daily needs of life
from God. It shows that spiritual quest is not devoid
of mundane life but is the integration of spiritual
and temporal aspects. Man must have faith in God.
The people, who remember the Divine Name and
meditate on the Divine Name, get materialistic
pleasures as well as spiritual enlightenment with the
grace of God.

To conclude, Bhagat Dhanna stresses on the
bad effects of involvement in maya. Man indulges
in sensual pleasures and does not recognize the
Supreme Reality. He urges man to overcome evil
passions to embrace positive ideas of inner purity and
fearlessness. Prema Bhakti can lead man to the path
of emancipation. By surrender to God and working
according to the Divine Will and meditating on the
Divine Name, man can be saved from the cycle of
transmigration. God is ever-living and self-existing
reality which strengthens our inner self and enriches
our life. He is sole creator and sustainer of universe.
Everything in this universe is governed by His
Will. Bhagat Dhanna’s desire for the fulfillment of
mundane needs is not the contradiction of his spiritual
experience. Bhagat Dhanna pleads man not to involve
in worldly entraps which obstructs his journey for the
attainment of Real God. But at the same time, he also
says that it is not possible to realize the divine presence
without the fulfillment of fundamental needs. He urges
man to purify his soul from the impurities which are in
the form of five evil tendencies and emphasizes on the
self-control of mind. Alongside with the fulfillment
of worldly needs, he urges man for inward realization
through righteous living, to establish contact with the
Supreme Eternal Reality.

Courtesy : Studies in Sikhism and Comparative Religion
July-December, 2009
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